[Detection by contrast ultrasonography of patent foramen ovale before neurosurgery].
Air embolism may occur during neurosurgery if performed in the seated position. Paradoxical systemic air embolism represents a potentially severe complication in case of patent foramen ovale. Contrast echocardiography detected such a malformation in 10/100 patients, which contra-indicated the sitting position in these 10 patients. No episode of paradoxical air embolism was observed in the 90 remaining patients, although 16 cases of pulmonary air embolism were detected during surgery.